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4-H Family News

Upcoming Celebration and Awards Banquet

Our Volunteer Celebration and County Awards Ceremony is coming up 
this month! This Banquet will be a fun celebration of all the people that 
help make Eaton County 4-H great!

Volunteer Celebration and County Awards Ceremony

Saturday, February 22nd

First Baptist Church | 1110 Cochran Ave, Charlotte, MI 48813 

Doors open at 5:30pm | Event begins at 6:00pm

Please note that everyone is invited! Gold level volunteers, youth that are 
being recognized, and children under the age of 7 will get their tickets for 
free. Tickets are $5.00 everyone else and can be purchased at the MSU 
Extension office. 

Please RSVP to the Extension Office by February 7th! 

Upcoming Committee Meetings

4-H Council | March 3rd | 7 PM | PMR

Horse Development Committee Meeting |  March 12th |  

6:30 PM |  PMR

Dog Committee Meeting |  March 19th |  6:30 PM |  PMR
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Jessie Gott
4-H Program Coordinator

gottjess@msu.edu

Michigan State University Extension

Eaton County

551 Courthouse Dr. Suite 1

Charlotte, Michigan 48813

517-543-2310

Eaton County 4-H:
https://www.canr.msu.edu/eaton/eaton_county_4_h/ 

Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/EatonCounty4H/ 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/eaton/eaton_county_4_h/
https://www.facebook.com/EatonCounty4H/


COUNTY 4-H NEWS
The Maple Valley Riders 4-H Club Volunteer at Mitten Misfits Farm Sanctuary

The Maple Valley Riders 4-H Club of Eaton County voted earlier in the 
year to volunteer at an animal shelter as a community service project. 
They chose to volunteer at a local animal rescue, Mitten Misfits Farm 
Sanctuary, in Grand Ledge. The weather was cold, and the barnyard 
was muddy, but serving the community is a big part of what 4-H is all 
about and these kids sure love to help others, so they didn’t mind. 
Everyone pitched in and worked hard to help! They spread straw in the 
animal sheds, scooped cow manure, stacked bales, learned about the 
care and keeping of all the animals there, and most importantly, 
experienced the joy of giving back and helping others.  

Mitten Misfits Farm Sanctuary is a non-profit sanctuary providing a 
forever home to senior farm animals. Their mission is to enrich the lives 
of animals while educating the public on proper care to improve animal 
welfare. If you’re interested in volunteering, please visit mittenmisfits.org 
for more information.

https://mittenmisfits.org/


COUNTY ANNOUNCEMENTS & EVENTS

Click the following link to view this position: https://jobs.redroverk12.com/org/eatonrapids/opening/112169 

Ag Science Teacher / FFA Advisor Job Opening

The Food Shack is Hiring for 2025 Fair!

The Food Shack is looking for one employee to join the team for the 2025 fair season. This is a paid 
position!

Interested? Call Carla at 517-652-9732 for more details!

It’s Time to Register!
Log into 4-H Online to register 

for the 2025 4-H year

www.4honline.com 

https://jobs.redroverk12.com/org/eatonrapids/opening/112169
http://www.4honline.com/


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

Apply for the Michigan 4-H State Awards!
Michigan 4-H true leaders ages 11 and older have an opportunity to be recognized for the great 
work they do in 4-H and develop their career skills by completing a state award application. A 
Michigan 4-H State Award is the highest honor bestowed on a Michigan 4-H member and 
provides an opportunity to receive recognition for their engagement in rich learning experiences 
that result in outstanding knowledge and life-skill development.

State award applications are divided into four categories: Mark of Excellence contest (10-11 
years), junior state award (12-15 years), senior state award (16-19 years) and group awards 
(13-19 years). Each application and selection process varies, dependent on the applicant’s age. 

More information about the Michigan 4-H State Award process and Mark of Excellence Contest can be found online 
at http://bit.ly/stateaward. Applications are due April 1. For more information, contact your 4-H program coordinator or email Betty 
Jo Krosnicki at nashbett@msu.edu or Janice Zerbe at rajzerj@msu.edu.

Participate in the World Food Prize 
Michigan Youth Institute 
As millions across the globe deal with food insecurity, the World Food 
Prize Michigan Youth Institute (WFP MIYI) offers young people an opportunity 
to be part of the solution. Held May 8 in East Lansing, or by participating from 
anywhere else using Zoom video/web conference technology, the event seeks 
to inspire and prepare the next generation of global leaders to end world 
hunger.

To participate, youth should be in grades 7-12 and register by the March 15 
deadline. As part of the registration process, youth are required to prepare a

The Michigan 4-H Foundation is seeking nominations of remarkable agricultural 4-H volunteers for the 
Michigan Farm Bureau (MFB) 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award. This award recognizes outstanding 
4-H volunteers that have exhibited excellence in 4-H youth education and leadership development in the 
areas of 4-H beef cattle; dairy cattle; goats; horses; horticulture, crops and soils; poultry; rabbits; sheep; 
swine; and veterinary science. 

Up to five MFB Excellence in Agriculture Award honorees are recognized each year. Selected recipients 
will be recognized by both Michigan 4-H and MFB. In addition, honorees receive a $1,000 grant they 
designate to a 4-H agricultural program of their choice. The award is supported by an endowment with 
the Michigan 4-H Foundation that was established by MFB.

Seeking outstanding agricultural 4-H volunteers

three- to five-page research paper about a developing country and one of 22 key factors that affect food security. At the event, youth 
present and discuss their papers with other attendees and research and industry experts. 

The top performing students at the WFP MIYI will be selected to attend the World Food Prize Global Youth Institute in Des Moines, Iowa, 
in October. For more information, visit https://www.canr.msu.edu/wfpmiyi/. Registration opens Feb. 1 and closes Mar. 15.

Nominations for the MFB Excellence in Agriculture Award should be submitted by March 15. To nominate a deserving individual or learn 
more about the 4-H Excellence in Agriculture Award, visit https://mi4hfdtn.org/grants-scholarships/mfb-4-h-excellence-in-agriculture-award/. 

http://bit.ly/stateaward
mailto:nashbett@msu.edu
mailto:rajzerj@msu.edu
https://www.canr.msu.edu/wfpmiyi/
https://mi4hfdtn.org/grants-scholarships/mfb-4-h-excellence-in-agriculture-award/


STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 4: Crash Course: Credit Survival 101
Online

Youth learn the basics of credit: advantages and disadvantages, credit vs. debit, credit scores, interest, 

and tips to managing credit wisely.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/crashcreditcoursefeb-4

February 11: 4-H Wild Spartans – The Relationship Between Tribes and Fish

Online
Plunge into the world of Great Lakes fisheries and meet Jason Smith, Great Lakes fisheries assessment 

biologist for the Bay Mills Indian community. Learn about his work, and the education and career path he 

followed to get there. Ask questions to learn more through a live Q&A. Open to youth ages 12-19 years.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-monthly-wildlife-fisheries-webinar-series-february-2024-2025

February 12: Online Parent Talk System Webinar Series

Online
A course for caregivers to improve communication and provide strategies for raising confident, caring, 

responsible children. This weekly series will be offered Wednesdays from Feb. 12 – Mar. 19 at no cost.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/the-parent-talk-system-series-february-march-25

February 13: Ace the Interview: Tips to Land Your Dream Job

Online

Through the partnership of Toyota and Michigan 4-H, youth will explore a variety of career paths in the 
automotive industry as well as build workforce readiness skills to take on their goals. This second offering 

in the five-part webinar series will focus on tips for a successful interview.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/ace-the-interview 

February 15: 4-H Animal Science Career Quest 2025
Online

A career exploration program for youth ages 12-19 interested in pursuing a career in animal science. 

Learn about everything animal science has to offer and many career skill-building activities through 
hands-on sessions. Register by Feb. 3.

www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-animal-science-career-quest-2025 

February 25: 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series; Facilitation Skills for 4-H Clubs
Online

Gain essential facilitation skills to engage every voice and increase efficiency in your 4-H club. This 
session offers tools to create inclusive, dynamic discussions, making sure all members feel heard 

while streamlining club activities. This webinar will be offered at two different times:

 12 p.m. www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-engaging-every-
voice-facilitation-skills-for-dynamic-4-h-clubs-noon

 7 p.m. www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-engaging-every-voice-
facilitation-skills-for-dynamic-4-h-clubs-7pm

 

Make plans for a fun day in 
East Lansing on March 1! 
Join with other members of 
the 4-H community for 
Michigan 4-H Day at the 
Breslin. This fun family event 
will be held at the Jack 
Breslin Student Events 
Center as the MSU Women’s 
Basketball team takes on the 
Minnesota Golden Gophers.

In addition to the game, 
attendees will also enjoy 4-H 
activities around the 
concourse. Doors will open 
at 12:30 p.m., with tip-off 
scheduled for 2 p.m. 
Participants are encouraged 
to show their pride and wear 
green and white 4-H or MSU 
Extension apparel.

Tickets are free to 4-H 
youth and their families as 
well as 4-H volunteers and 
their families. For more 
information and to order 
tickets, visit 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-
h-day-at-the-Breslin. 

A member of the 4-H alumni 
community? Consider also 
stopping by the 4-H Alumni 
Tip-Off Reception on March 
1! More information and 
registration at 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-
h-alumni-tip-off-reception. 

Get free tickets for 
Michigan 4-H Day 

at the Breslin! 

http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/crashcreditcoursefeb-4
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-monthly-wildlife-fisheries-webinar-series-february-2024-2025
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/the-parent-talk-system-series-february-march-25
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/ace-the-interview
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-animal-science-career-quest-2025
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-engaging-every-voice-facilitation-skills-for-dynamic-4-h-clubs-noon
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-engaging-every-voice-facilitation-skills-for-dynamic-4-h-clubs-7pm
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-day-at-the-Breslin
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-day-at-the-Breslin
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-alumni-tip-off-reception
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-alumni-tip-off-reception


2025 MI 4-H Dairy Conference

2025 Michigan 4-H Livestock Workshop

Registration is now open for the 2025 Michigan 4-H Livestock Workshop!

This one-day workshop will take place on Saturday, March 8 on MSU’s main campus in East 

Lansing. It is designed for 4-H youth ages 12-19 (as of January 1, 2025) and Active Gold MSU 

Extension volunteers in beef, sheep, goats, and swine project areas. Youth will learn about 

different aspects of their livestock projects throughout a variety of breakout sessions, including 

intro to your species project, animal evaluation, marketing your livestock project, careers, 

anatomy, nutrition, and more! Registration will cost $35, which includes lunch and a t-shirt. 

Full details and a link to register can be found here: https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-

spring-livestock-workshop-2025

UPCOMING EVENTS

The MI 4-H Dairy Conference is back for 2025! This event is open to 4-H members 

ages 12-19. This year's event will take place on the campus of MSU on March 1 st & 

2nd. This is an overnight event that focuses on the dairy industry, but this program is 

open to anyone interested in dairy and animal science. The cost is $130 for both 

youth and adult participants. 

Registration closes on February 6th, 2025. Reach out to Kendra at 

vanorde4@msu.edu with any questions.

Registration Link: MI 4-H Dairy Conference - 4-H Animal Science

4-H Capitol Experience

Do you want to make our state a better place?  4-H Capitol Experience is now 
open for registrations! Join us at the Michigan Capitol March 16-18 to learn more 
about state government, and how your voice can make an impact! 

More information can be found on our website:

https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-spring-livestock-workshop-2025
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-spring-livestock-workshop-2025
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/mi-4-h-dairy-conference
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/?fbclid=IwAR1I94ZwhvRzP12lBtuenO6vonC6ipZCtUeCL0G1h7w7Qz5W3mO0oN9OrTg
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